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Text file 

A text file is a type of file that contains plain text and can be created and edited using a text 
editor. Text files are often used to store information in a simple, human-readable format that 
can be easily processed by software applications. 

Text files can be created and edited using a variety of software applications, including built-
in text editors such as Notepad on Windows and TextEdit on Mac, as well as more advanced 
text editors such as Sublime Text and Atom. 

Text files can be saved with a variety of file extensions, including .txt, .csv, and .xml. The 
.txt extension is the most common for plain text files, while .csv and .xml are used for more 
structured data. 

Text files can contain any type of text-based information, including notes, documentation, 
code, and data. Because text files are simple and can be read by any text editor, they are 
widely used in software development, data analysis, and other fields where plain text is the 
preferred format for storing and sharing information. 

Text file open mode 

When working with text files in programming, you can use various open modes to specify how 
the file should be opened and read or written. The following are the most commonly used modes 
for opening a text file: 

1. "r" (read mode): This mode opens the file for reading, and the file pointer is set to the 
beginning of the file. If the file does not exist, an error is raised. 

2. "w" (write mode): This mode opens the file for writing, and the file pointer is set to the 
beginning of the file. If the file exists, its contents are truncated. If the file does not exist, 
a new file is created. 

3. "a" (append mode): This mode opens the file for writing, and the file pointer is set to the 
end of the file. If the file exists, new data is appended to the end of the file. If the file 
does not exist, a new file is created. 

4. "x" (exclusive creation mode): This mode opens the file for writing, and it creates a new 
file. If the file already exists, an error is raised. 

5. "t" (text mode): This mode specifies that the file should be opened in text mode, which is 
the default mode. In text mode, the data is treated as a sequence of characters, and the 
line endings are automatically converted to the platform-specific line endings (e.g., "\r\n" 
on Windows, "\n" on Unix). 
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6. "b" (binary mode): This mode specifies that the file should be opened in binary mode. In 
binary mode, the data is treated as a sequence of bytes, and no line ending conversion is 
performed. 

These modes can be combined by specifying multiple mode characters, for example, "rt" for 
reading a text file. When opening a file, it is important to choose the appropriate mode depending 
on the type of operation you want to perform on the file. 

w+ and a+ file 

In addition to the basic open modes for text files, there are two more commonly used modes that 
are often used for more complex operations: 

1. "w+" (write and read mode): This mode opens the file for reading and writing, and the 
file pointer is set to the beginning of the file. If the file exists, its contents are truncated. If 
the file does not exist, a new file is created. 

When a file is opened in "w+" mode, you can both read and write to the file. If you write to the 
file, any existing data in the file is overwritten. If you read from the file, the file pointer is set to 
the beginning of the file, so you can read the entire contents of the file. 

2. "a+" (append and read mode): This mode opens the file for reading and writing, and the 
file pointer is set to the end of the file. If the file exists, new data is appended to the end 
of the file. If the file does not exist, a new file is created. 

When a file is opened in "a+" mode, you can both read and write to the file. If you write to the 
file, any new data is appended to the end of the file. If you read from the file, the file pointer is 
set to the end of the file, so you can only read data that has been appended to the file. 

Both "w+" and "a+" modes are commonly used in situations where you need to both read from 
and write to a file. The choice between these modes depends on whether you want to overwrite 
existing data in the file ("w+"), or append new data to the end of the file ("a+"). 
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Methods in the text file 

In Python, you can use several methods to work with text files. Here are some of the most 
commonly used methods: 

1. open() method: This method is used to open a text file in a specified mode, such as read 
mode or write mode. It returns a file object, which you can use to read from or write to 
the file. 

2. read() method: This method is used to read a specified number of characters from a text 
file, starting at the current file pointer position. If no argument is specified, it reads the 
entire file. 

3. readline() method: This method is used to read a single line from a text file, starting at 
the current file pointer position. If the end of the file is reached, an empty string is 
returned. 

4. readlines() method: This method is used to read all the lines from a text file into a list, 
where each list element is a line from the file. 

5. write() method: This method is used to write a string to a text file. If the file is opened 
in write mode, any existing data in the file is overwritten. If the file is opened in append 
mode, new data is appended to the end of the file. 

6. writelines() method: This method is used to write a list of strings to a text file. Each 
string is written as a separate line in the file. 

7. seek() method: This method is used to set the file pointer position to a specified offset 
from the beginning of the file. 

8. tell() method: This method is used to get the current file pointer position. 
9. close() method: This method is used to close the file and release any resources 

associated with it. 

These methods can be used in combination to perform various operations on a text file, such as 
reading or writing data, manipulating the file pointer, and closing the file. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


