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Part XI: Relations between the Union and the States

Part XI of the Constitution of India deals with the Relations between the Union and the States. It
contains provisions regarding the distribution of powers and functions between the Union and
the States, and the allocation of financial resources between them.

Article 245 empowers Parliament to make laws for the whole or any part of the territory of India,
and provides for the distribution of powers between the Union and the States.

Article 246 provides for the distribution of legislative powers between Parliament and the State
Legislatures, and lays down the subjects in respect of which Parliament and the State
Legislatures can make laws.

Article 249 gives Parliament the power to legislate with respect to any matter in the State List if
it is declared by a resolution of the Rajya Sabha to be necessary for the national interest.

Article 250 gives Parliament the power to make laws with respect to any matter in the State List
during a national emergency.

Article 251 provides for the obligation of the States to comply with, and give effect to, the laws
made by Parliament.

Article 252 allows Parliament to make laws for two or more States with the consent of the States
concerned, and to form a new State or alter the boundaries of existing States.

Article 256 provides for the obligation of the States to comply with the laws made by Parliament
and the existing laws, and gives the President the power to give directions to the States.

Article 257 provides for the financial relations between the Union and the States, and lays down
the obligation of the States to follow the directions given by the President with respect to
financial matters.

Overall, Part XI of the Constitution of India lays down the provisions regarding the distribution
of powers and functions between the Union and the States, and the allocation of financial
resources between them, and aims to ensure the harmonious functioning of the federal system in
India.
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