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Part XVII: Languages

Part XVII of the Constitution of India deals with the Languages. It contains provisions regarding
the official language of the Union and the rights of citizens to use their own language.

Article 343 provides for the official language of the Union and lays down the provisions
regarding the use of Hindi and English for official purposes.

Article 344 provides for the appointment of a Commission to recommend the steps to be taken to
progressively use Hindi as the official language.

Article 345 provides for the power of the State Legislature to adopt any one or more of the
languages in use in the State as the language or languages to be used for all or any of the official
purposes of that State.

Article 346 provides for the special status of the English language for a period of 15 years from
the commencement of the Constitution, after which the Parliament may by law determine the
status of the English language.

Article 347 provides for the recognition of the regional languages and lays down the provisions
regarding the use of such regional languages for official purposes.

Article 348 provides for the power of the President to issue directions for the purpose of securing
the proper use of Hindi and English for official purposes, and lays down the provisions regarding
the manner in which such directions are to be issued.

Overall, Part XVII of the Constitution of India lays down the provisions regarding the official
language of the Union and the rights of citizens to use their own language, and aims to ensure the
protection and promotion of linguistic diversity in the country.
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